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This team has No Fear about |mprovmg honzons

By LEE BARNATHAN
Signal Stalf Writer . K2

CANYON COUNTRY — Asil the No Fear lourna- |y
ment soccer leam didn’t have enough advantage on the |
ficld, now they'll have the mental edge, too.

No Fear, an 11- and 12-year-old squad from AYSO
region 677, had guite a summier. It won five of the seven
tournanmients it entered, outscored the opposition 89-16
and amassed a record of 28-6-5, having to come back to
win four times in tournament championship or semifi-
nal matches. Most receatly, it took home the Tourna-
ment of Chamipions trophy from the competition at Ir-
vine. All the while, the boys followed Coach Rick Lld-
mas’ moto: A team that passcs is a team that wins,

Their on-ficld exploits are documenied. Now, the
boys are taking the game to the next level, learning the

" games’ strategy.

The team spent two days earlier this week at Canyon
High playing the game on a grid, which would give the
players achance to see how 1o move to the ball, getopen
for a pass and pass short distances, said Bo Potter, the
founder of the game and the Potter International Soccer
Leaguc

“Mainly, the idea is to leamn ball control, so on the
field, the team works as a unit,” said Potter, who wason
hand the entire day to act as referee.

What he saw was typical of boys that age. On the
ficld, they might click together, but they're still boys
and open 10 the squabbles and tCasiga that happen, ‘ ‘

No onc seemed 1o escape being called a cheater. Ther The No Fear boys $occer team recently completed a highly-successful summer, posting a

odd part was that the boys might have been leaming - 28-6-5 record as well as using speclal games to help learn about the sport.
how 'soccer is a game where people always try to gelan

4

. The team has been together for four years, with Rick  still with the team.
cdge' whenever and Wheret/er possible. Llamas secking three ingredients: players who were ag- At the beginning of this season, Llamas said he was
Still, the boys loved playing the game, so much 50 gressive, had good bali-control skills, and who had fun

ved lucky (o have half his team at practices because so many
that Jason Cooper didn’t want to leave and Luke Llamas parents. Luke Llamas, Nick Hernandez, Gamrett play other sports, especially baseball. He didn't mind,

wanted his father (0 buy one. Two teams cven traded - Marxen, Eric Moore, Matt Nelsen, Cameron Robinson though, because multi-sport athletes fit in with the type
players and Stephen Schaefer are the original seven who are of player he sought.



